
John Baldessari

Born Nat ional  Ci ty,  Cal i fornia,  1931

Resident Santa Monica

John Baldessari sent us several proposals and subsequently

toured Heath and Company. Three of these proposals,

l is ted as fo l lows, were potent ia l ly  feasible,  but  none were

real ized:
' l  .  Work with outdoor advert ising companies to provide

space. s ign painters,  and photo enlargement service.  I

would l ike to explore hal f - tone photo s i lk-screen

color process to do large scale ful l  color blowups of

photos. The idea of mass art by conventional means I

f ind intr iguing. These bi l lboards would cont inue the

work I have already done with bus stop signs, seat
posters, etc.

I  would l ike to work in a botany lab.  I  have var ious

ideas I  would l ike to work out,  such as color ing

plants, changing growth patterns, etc. Basical ly, the

idea is to explore l iv ing mater ia ls as opposed to inert

mater ia l .

You are already fami l iar  wi th my ideas of  t ransmit ted

art ,  invis ib le art  by radio waves one could receive i f

one wished. I  have several  var iat ions current ly.

On commercial radio or TV, an art section of the

news amidst internat ional ,  local  news and sports.

There would be, perhaps, an ART ROUNDUP.

A radio t ransmit ter  would be exhibi ted pre-pro-

grammed with tapes to broadcast art messages at

var ious days and intervals.  The t i t le of  the piece

would be the cal l  letters of the broadcasting band

used; or a l icensed stat ion could be used, ei ther

FM or AM and anyone with such equipment could

pick up the messages; or cheap receivers could be

sold and a c i t izens band could be used. The piece

would include a program guide for the month.

The program notes would be part of the piece.

lain Baxter
Born Middlesborough. England, 1936
Resident Vancouver

A&T

la in Baxter.  President of  N.E. Thing Company ( the name

Baxter has assigned to ident i fy his output of  ar t  in numer-

ous areas-research, graphics, photographs. events, objects,

happenings, etc.),  came to Los Angeles in May. ' l  968 and

toured The Garrett Corporation. He was primari ly interest-

ed in remote-control led inf latable sculptures.  Before leaving

town he presented us with the fol lowing sketchy outl ine for

a project  possibi l i ty :

Inf latable structures:  take form of c louds, l ightning bol ts
(c i r rus,  cumulus);  large-300'  to 100' ;  mult i -colored;

hel ium f i l led;  remote control led apparatus;  Sky-Dog-

f ly ing car,  shaped l ike hot dog bun.

Remote the thing, so i t  or they can hover over Museum

-over country-large tube on desert of tough material.

inf lated wilhy2 hel ium,'/ ,  air-remoted, so can rol l  over

countryside.

Possibi  l i t ies:

1.  Float ing c loud, remote control led to be over

Museum, Watts, parks, deserts, Pasadena-San

Marino, etc.

2.  Rol l ing.  tumbl ing inf lated shapes for desert-remote

control led movement.

3.  Bur ied shape, inf lated to raise the ground above i t -

may be under glass.  sand. etc. , - t ime sequence?

Large Sculptures:

4. Discovery pieces-to be placed by hel icopter in the

woods-on the desert-on a remote lake-in the ocean

or other remote places. Problems involved are dura-

bi l i ty of material for various weathers-also porta-

bi l i ty-should have remote control led inf lat ion.

5.  Sky Dog-f ly ing car- l i f t  weight of  a human, yet  col-

lapsible and portable.

6- Large shape to move down a large r iver-various navi-
gation problems involved-could use ocean currents-

could also be submarine with remote control led

movement.

Mater ia ls to invest igate would include vinyl ,  coated

mater ia ls such as canvas, rubber,  cement ( inf latable

cement?)

Seeing [ fur ther l  resources of  the company would st imu-

late al l  other possibi l i t ies.

The Garrett staff  with whom we had discussed these f lying

inf latables maintained that the remote control devices re-
quired to operate them could not be bui l t  by their

company.
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