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The technical images currently  
all around us are in the process of 
mag ica l l y res t ruc tu r i ng ou r  
‘reality’ and turning it into a  
‘ g l o b a l  i m a g e s c e n a r i o ’ . 



Bas i ca l l y ,	
   we	
   fo rge t	
   o r	
   a re	
   masked	
  	
  
from	
   the	
   real	
   nature	
   of	
   things	
   because	
  we	
   see	
  	
  
t h r o u g h	
   t h e	
   l e n s	
   o f 	
   t h e	
   c am e r a .	
  

Berlin	
  Wall,	
  
1985	
  



	
  
B e c a u s e 	
   o f 	
   t e c h n o l o g y , 	
   a l l	
  	
  
images	
   are	
   suscepFble	
   to	
   inauthenFcity,	
  
creaFng	
   even	
   more	
   of	
   a	
   skewed	
   reality.	
  	
  



Today,	
   retouching	
   and	
   image	
   manipulaFon	
  
c h a n g e s 	
   o u r 	
   p e r c e p F o n 	
   o f 	
   t h e	
  	
  
world	
   everywhere	
   we	
   look.	
   Specifically	
   in	
  	
  
t h e	
   f a s h i o n	
   a n d	
   b e a u t y	
   i n d u s t r y .	
  

	
  



L I Q U I F Y	
  

	
  
The	
  Liquify	
  filter	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  distort	
  the	
  pixels	
  in	
  
a	
   given	
   image	
   without	
   losing	
   quality.	
  

This	
  filter	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  push,	
  pull,	
  rotate,	
  reflect,	
  
p u c k e r , 	
   a n d 	
   b l o a t 	
   t h e	
  	
  
p i x e l s 	
   o f 	
   a n y 	
   i m a g e .	
  



This	
   tool	
  distorts	
  pixels	
  which	
  
is	
   why	
   it	
   is	
   used	
   a	
   lot	
   in	
   the	
  
fashion	
   industry	
   to	
   make	
  
models	
   appear	
   thinner	
   than	
  
t h e y 	
   a c t u a l l y 	
   a r e	
  

This	
   changes	
   our	
   percepFon	
   of	
  
reality	
   and	
   what	
   our	
   expectaFon	
  
for	
  beauty	
  is.	
  The	
  consequences	
  of	
  
these	
   distorFons	
   of	
   reality	
   affect	
  
many	
  women	
  and	
  men	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  
fi t	
   i n to	
   imposs ib l e	
   i dea l s .	
  



Xiaxue's	
  Guide	
  To	
  Life:	
  Photoshop	
  


