
1. 
Find most checked out records past the year 2015 :  
I’m subscribed to a data-driven weekly newsletter that recently showed a very interesting graph:  

 
I found the idea of vinyls being rejuvenated 
in the past 7 years (as shown above) to be 
interesting, so I explored a query that 
would count the amount of times records 
have been checked out since 2015 (as you 
can see a rise past this year):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SELECT 
COUNT(cout) AS total, 
title 
FROM 
 spl_2016.outraw 
WHERE 
itemtype = 'acrec' 
AND YEAR(cout) >= 2015 
group by title 
order by total DESC 
LIMIT 100; 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2. 
Exploring Stephen King titles:  
To start this search off, I wanted to see how Stephen King’s books are typically categorized: 
SELECT DISTINCT 
title, callNumber, itemtype 
FROM spl_2016.inraw 
WHERE title = 'Carrie' OR title = 'It' OR title = 'The Shining' OR title = 'Pet Sematary'; 

 

 
 
The following query is meant to use the QUARTER function to divide the timeline past 2006 into 
quarters and retrieving the amount of times each book (by Stephen King) is borrowed each 
quarter.  
 
SELECT YEAR(cout) AS Year, QUARTER(cout) AS Quarter, 
SUM(CASE 
WHEN title = 'Carrie' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'Carrie', 
SUM(CASE 



WHEN title = 'Pet Sematary' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'Pet Sematary', 
SUM(CASE 
WHEN title = 'The Shining' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'The Shining', 
SUM(CASE 
WHEN title = 'It' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'It' 
FROM spl_2016.inraw 
WHERE 
(itemtype = 'acbk') 
AND YEAR(cout) >= '2006' 
GROUP BY QUARTER(cout), YEAR(cout) 
ORDER BY YEAR(cout) ,  QUARTER(cout); 

Here, we can see that the data was organized accordingly and ready to be charted. Since 
Stephen King’s novels are all horror themed, I changed the query to include only the 4th quarter 
in order to view its popularity during the Fall months:  

3. 
Further refining query:  
SELECT YEAR(cout) AS Year, QUARTER(cout) AS Quarter, 
SUM(CASE 
WHEN title = 'Carrie' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'Carrie', 
SUM(CASE 
WHEN title = 'Pet Sematary' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'Pet Sematary', 
SUM(CASE 
WHEN title = 'The Shining' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'The Shining', 
SUM(CASE 



WHEN title = 'It' Then 1 
ELSE 0 END) AS 'It' 
FROM spl_2016.inraw 
WHERE 
(itemtype = 'acbk') 
AND YEAR(cout) >= '2006' 
AND QUARTER(cout) = '4' 
GROUP BY QUARTER(cout), YEAR(cout) 
ORDER BY YEAR(cout) ,  QUARTER(cout); 
 
 

 
 

4. 
I’m now interested in checking each book and seeing what year they’re most popular and 
hopefully finding a reason as to why interest peaked during these seasons.  
 
For Carrie:  
SELECT  
count(title) as Checkouts, 
year(cout) as Year 
FROM spl_2016.outraw 
WHERE ( 
lower(title) like '%carrie%' 
AND itemtype = 'acbk' 
and YEAR(cout) >= 2006) 
GROUP BY year(cout); 
 



 
 
We can see that 2013 has the most checked-out Carrie books. After doing some research 
online, a good explanation for this peak is because the remake of the original film also titled 
“Carrie” was released on October 18th, 2013.  
 
For Pet Semetary:  
SELECT  
count(title) as Checkouts, 
year(cout) as Year 
FROM spl_2016.outraw 
WHERE ( 
lower(title) like '%pet sematary%' 
AND itemtype = 'acbk' 
and YEAR(cout) >= 2006) 
GROUP BY year(cout); 



 
 
Pet Sematary, by Stephen King, is significantly less popular than Carrie. This book has yet to 
even reach triple digits as Carrie, but has its closest peak in 2019 with 81 checkouts. Similar to 
Carrie, there is a remake of the movie in the same year (2019) that explains this sudden 
interest. There is a much starker contract between the years 2018 (29 checkouts) and 2019 (81 
checkouts).  
 
For The Shining:  
SELECT  
count(title) as Checkouts, 
year(cout) as Year 
FROM spl_2016.outraw 
WHERE ( 
lower(title) like '%the shining%' 
AND itemtype = 'acbk' 
and YEAR(cout) >= 2006) 
GROUP BY year(cout); 



 
 
The Shining (surprisingly) has had the least amount of overall checkouts than the rest of the 
books, but regardless has a peak in 2013 with 30 checkouts. This was harder to research online 
as there are no remakes of the movie. However, after some more exploring, I found that a 
comedy show named Nostalgia Critic aired in 2013 (first in 2007 on Youtube before airing on 
their own platform)  and focused on parodying The Shining for some of its episodes.  
 
For It:  
SELECT  
count(title) as Checkouts, 
year(cout) as Year 
FROM spl_2016.outraw 
WHERE ( 
lower(title) like 'it' 
AND itemtype = 'acbk' 
and YEAR(cout) >= 2006) 
GROUP BY year(cout); 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the book titled ‘It’, the peak of its popularity is in 2014 with a total of 
175 checkouts, the second most popular after Carrie. This was the 
most surprising given that the remake of the movie was released in 
2017, 3 years after the fact.  


