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In "The Question Concerning Technology," Martin Heidegger delves into the nature of technology and its 
impact on human existence and our relationship with the world. He begins by questioning what 
technology truly is, moving beyond the common view of it as merely a collection of tools or machines. 
Heidegger argues that the essence of technology is not found in its physical artifacts but in the way it 
shapes our understanding and interaction with Being. 
 
Heidegger distinguishes between two modes of revealing: poiesis and enframing. Poiesis refers to a more 
ancient, creative process of bringing forth—akin to art or craftsmanship—where beings are revealed in 
their true essence. In contrast, modern technology embodies enframing (Gestell), a mode that constrains 
and organizes the world, reducing nature to mere resources or commodities for human use. This 
reductionism, he argues, limits our ability to engage with the world authentically, as we become trapped in 
a technological framework that prioritizes efficiency and control. 
 
Heidegger warns that this enframing leads to a dangerous way of thinking about existence, where the 
natural world is seen solely as a resource to be exploited. He emphasizes the importance of a more 
reflective relationship with technology, one that acknowledges its transformative power and seeks to 
engage with it in a manner that respects the essence of Being. He calls for an awareness of how 
technology influences our perception of reality and encourages a return to a more harmonious way of 
revealing that honors both the natural world and our place within it. 
 
Ultimately, Heidegger's work invites us to reconsider the implications of our technological age and to 
cultivate a relationship with technology that is mindful of its deeper meanings and consequences. 
 
--- 
 
Keywords and Definitions: 
 
1. Technology: The systematic application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes. Heidegger 
explores its deeper implications beyond tools, focusing on how it shapes our worldview. 
 
2. Essence: The intrinsic nature or indispensable quality of something that determines its character. 
Heidegger examines the essence of technology as a way of revealing rather than just a collection of 
devices. 
 
3. Techne: A Greek term that refers to art, craft, or the practice of a skill. In Heidegger’s context, it 
embodies a mode of revealing that is creative and engages with the world in a profound way. 
 
4. Poiesis: A term referring to the process of bringing forth or creation. It embodies a natural and artistic 
form of revealing, where beings are allowed to emerge in their true essence. 
 
5. Enframing (Gestell): A concept that describes the modern technological mindset that structures our 
understanding of the world, reducing it to a resource to be managed and exploited. 
 
6. Revealing: The process by which truth or essence is disclosed. Heidegger contrasts different modes of 
revealing—poiesis as a genuine unveiling versus enframing as a constraining view. 
 
7. Being: The fundamental nature of existence or reality itself. Heidegger’s inquiry often revolves around 
how Being is experienced and understood in different contexts. 
 



8. Resource: Anything that can be utilized for a purpose; in modernity, nature is often perceived as a set 
of resources, which leads to a utilitarian view that obscures its inherent value. 
 
9. Human existence: The condition of being human, which encompasses our experiences, relationships, 
and ways of interacting with both technology and the natural world. 
 
10. Reflective engagement: A thoughtful and critical interaction with technology that seeks to understand 
its implications for existence and our relationship to Being. 
 
11. Modernity: A historical period marked by significant technological and industrial advancements, which 
has profound effects on culture, philosophy, and the way humans relate to nature and each other. 
Heidegger critiques modernity for fostering a limited understanding of existence. 
 
 
The full text: 
https://www2.hawaii.edu/~freeman/courses/phil394/The%20Question%20Concerning%20Technology.pdf 
 


